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NBC Challenges CIA
On Tape Destructio

NEW YORK (AP) — NBC

«— News has reported that the

Central Intellicence Agency
destroyed tapes made fol-

+ lowing the Watergate
break-in affair after Senate,

Majority lL.eader Mike

v"Mansfield asked that any

‘Watergate evidence be
saved:
. NBC said the CIA denies
deliberate destruction of
any Watergate evidence.
But the CIA tapes were de-
stroyed Jan, 18, 1973, the
day after the CIA acknowl-
edged receipt of a letter
“from Mansfield to various
,agencies asking that any
-Watergate materials be
saved, NBC said last night.
CIA Director William E.

V4 Colby said Tuesday the in-
telligence agency had de-

stroyed all but one of its

tape recordings made dur--

ing the Watergate affair,
However, Colby said the
destruction of the tapes was
. a routine matten. ‘“There
was nothing deliberate
~about this in the sense of
, /destroying a damaging tape
. or anything like that.”

NRC said it was told by a
CIA spokesman that Mans
field’s letter arrived Jan.
—four days too late.

“Nevertheless, by check
ing Scnate Mansfield's of-
fice, we weré able to find a
receipt for the letter signe

P700090053-7

by the CIA on the 17th, the
day before the tapes’.de-
struction,” said NBC corre-
spondent Carl Stern.

“Informed of that, the
CIA withdrew its earlier
statements and now says
only that it will try diligent-
ly to pin down what hap-
pened,” Stern reported.

NBC said the destroyed

CIA tapes were recorded in

the month, following the
‘Watergate break-in aind

involved then CIA Director -

Richard Helms, his deputy
Vernon Walters, acting FBI
Director Patrick L. Gray,
former White House domes-
tic adviser John D. Ehrlich-
man, ex-White House coun-
sel John W. Dean III, “and
possibly even the DPresi-
dent.” - S .
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